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Providing Free Access to 
Historical Collections

By Sarah W. Frankel
Technical Services, Ekstrom Library

The Internet Archive is a non-profit organization 
located in San Francisco, California. Its mission is 
to build an “Internet Library” by offering free per-
manent access for researchers, historians, scholars, 
people with disabilities, and the general public to 
historical collections that exist in digital formats. 
The items available in the Archive include books, 
images, movies, music, software, and archived web 
pages. Since its inception in 1996, the Internet Ar-
chive has seen over 2 million unique users and over 
10 million items added to its various collections, 
including 8.1 million texts!

The UofL Libraries joined the Internet Archive in April of 2012. Since then, we have added 60 
unique works to the database; collectively, these works have received nearly 20,000 page views. 
In the beginning, we chose to digitize and upload works dealing with Louisville or Kentucky spe-
cifically, such as souvenir books, biographies of historical Kentucky families, histories of certain 
institutions in Kentucky, and more.

However, we have also branched out to include some rare items not related to Kentucky—items 
that we could not find a quality digital copy of anywhere online, such as The Arkansas race riot 
(1920) and Macleod’s tourists’ guide through Edinburgh and Glasgow (1888). 

We have also chosen to include some distinct items of regional interest, including Report upon a 
proposed system of public education, for the city of Nashville, respectfully addressed to its citizens 
(1848) and Historical homes of Indianapolis (1955).

Recently, we have begun including promotional materials for the University of Louisville, in-
cluding UofL : education at its best which was published in 1956 and includes a thorough guide 

https://archive.org/details/TheArkansasRaceRiot
https://archive.org/details/Macleod
https://archive.org/details/ReportUponAProposedSystem
https://archive.org/details/ReportUponAProposedSystem
https://archive.org/details/HistoricalHomesOfIndianapolis
https://archive.org/details/UofLEducationAtItsBest


https://archive.org/details/GarSouvenirSportingGuide
https://archive.org/details/GarSouvenirSportingGuide
https://archive.org/details/CampZacharyTaylor
https://archive.org/details/MyChildsFirstBook
https://archive.org/details/MyChildsFirstBook
https://archive.org/
https://archive.org/




Ekstrom Library
Office of the Dean
Resignations
Tracey Washington, Dean’s Office, accepted a new position as Billing Coordinator in the Ra-
diation Oncology Department at the James Graham Brown Cancer Center.  Her last day in the 
office was August 20. Tracey served in the Dean’s Office for three years and will be missed by 
everyone who worked with her. We congratulate Tracey on her new position and wish her the 
best for the future.    

James Manasco resigned effective July 31, 2015, to become the Library Media Specialist at 
Wayland Alexander Elementary School in Hartford, Kentucky.  James was a member of the Uni-
versity Libraries faculty for twelve years and served in four different roles during his employment 
at UofL, most recently as Engineering and Physical Sciences Librarian. His ability to move into 
different areas when needed has been very beneficial to the libraries and will serve him well in 
making this next move. We congratulate James and wish him the very best in his new position.    

Toccara Porter resigned her position in the Research Assistance and Instruction Department 
(RAI), effective September 31, 2015.  Her last day in the office was be September 14.  Toccara 
started at UofL in 2008 as the Diversity Residency Librarian.  In recent years, she served as the 
Coordinator of Distance Learning Library Services and more recently as the Coordinator of the 
Online Learning Team within RAI.  Her skill and dedication to teaching information literacy will 
be greatly missed by her colleagues.  

New Diversity Residency Librarian!
George Martinez is the new Diversity Residency Librarian. He began on September 8 and is work-
ing in the Ekstrom Library Research Assistance and Instruction Department.

George recently participatied in an internship at the University of California – San Diego as part 
of the ARL Career Enhancement Program.  He has previously worked as a library assistant at the 
Beverly Hills Public Library and a middle school/high school English teacher.  In addition to his 
MLS, George has an MA in Educational Theatre from New York University.   

New Bicycle for Shipping and Receiving! 
Inspired by the improvements being made at Ekstrom this 
summer, Shipping and Receiving wanted to get in on the ac-
tion. With the help of both Justin Mog, assistant to the provost 
for sustainability, and the sustainability committee, the depart-
ment purchased a bicycle to use for Belknap Campus package 
deliveries and pick-ups. The bike is a one-speed Beach Cruiser 
equipped with a front basket, fenders, rear rack and two giant 
panniers, that satisfy most of the daily cargo space needs. 

The addition of this eco-friendly shiny red and black (L-Yeah!) bike allows the Shipping and Re-
ceiving staff to use the gas-guzzling van less. The staff is staying fit, saving money, and reducing 
their energy use and planetary impact. 
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Research Assistance and Instruction
Name change! 
The department has a new name!  In case you hadn’t noticed, we are now Research Assistance 
and Instruction, which if you add the word department, has the unfortunate acronym of RAID. 

Cool statistic. . .
 Approximately 93% of students surveyed in our library research instruction sessions agreed with 
the statement “Today’s library session contributed to my ability to succeed in class,” while ap-
proximately 90% agreed with the statement that “Today’s library session introduced me to new 
resources or research strategies with which I was previously unfamiliar.” Sample size was over 
1000 students.

Fond Farewell
 James Manasco found a position as a school librarian in Hartford, Kentucky, where he had moved 
with his family over a year ago. He will be greatly missed by our department for his easy-going 
nature and humor at our departmental meetings.

Newest Member
 Welcome to our newest Peer Research Assistant, Abe O’Coffey.  Abe is an English major who hails 
from California originally, but spent a large part of his growing-up years right here in Louisville.  
We’re glad to have you on board, Abe!

Dual Citizenship
Josh Whitacre is now shared with the Access and User Services Department, so if you see him 
over at the AUS Desk, that’s why!

Presentations Galore!
Our department was well-represented at the National Conference of African American Librarians 
in St. Louis, Missouri in August. Toccara D. Porter presented “e-Learning with SoftChalk: Design-
ing Blackboard Embedded Science Information Literacy Modules for an Undergraduate Biology 
General Studies Course;” Fannie M. Cox presented “Outreach: Financial Literacy and Overcom-
ing Campus Barriers/Politics” and Latisha Reynolds presented a poster entitled “Matchmaking 
for Researchers: Tools and Tips for Finding, Selecting, and Publishing in the Perfect Journal.” 
Latisha also served on the conference planning committee.

Samantha McClellan, Rob Detmering and Tessa Withorn (former RAID Peer Research Assistant) 
presented “Active Learning at the Next Level: Utilizing Student Assistants as Information Literacy 
Instructors” at the KLA Library Instruction Roundtable Retreat at the University of Kentucky in 
July.

Toccara Porter presented at Delphi U. on the library’s support for distance learners.

Rob Detmering and Samantha McClellan presented a poster at the i2a Institute in May entitled 
“The Library Mod(ule) Squad: Information Literacy and Critical Thinking Online.” The poster 
was so well-received that it has generated interest from faculty with whom we’ve not had contact 
before. Way to go, Sam and Rob!

At the KLA Spring Conference at Jenny Wiley State Park in April, several RAID folks presented.
Sue Finley, Samanatha McClellan, and Toccara Porter presented “Custom Built: Targeted Online 
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/ferguson-wasnt-black-rage-against-copsit-was-white-rage-against-progress/2014/08/29/3055e3f4-2d75-11e4-bb9b-997ae96fad33_story.html
http://www.louisville.edu/braden


http://louisvillephotobiennial.com/2015/01/23/university-of-louisville-photographic-archives-2/
http://louisvillephotobiennial.com/2015/01/23/university-of-louisville-photographic-archives-2/
http://www.artxfm.com/
http://louisvillephotobiennial.com/2015/06/26/university-of-louisville-hite-art-institute-galleries-schneider-hall/
http://louisvillephotobiennial.com/2015/06/26/university-of-louisville-hite-art-institute-galleries-schneider-hall/
http://louisville.edu/law/library/law-library-news/lawlapalooza-rock-through-the-ages

